Parnell
national movement, nor would he permit the priests to be
alienated by the party* There were occasions when he ought
to have fought the hierarchy, and could have done so with
success, but to have fought them would have been to break
up the unity he had made; and so he declined the fight*
What is true of his attitude to the Church is true also of his
attitude to the Fenians* When he was asked to move a
resolution condemning outrages, a resolution which must
have been near to his mind, he refused* " No," he said;
** I dislike outrages as much as any man, but I am not going
to act police for the English Government*" He remembered,
no doubt, that Isaac Butt fell on the day when he won the
applause of the House of Commons for rebuking him and
Biggar*
The year 1883 opened in gloom* The executive were
administering the Crimes Act with great severity, and a
number of M*P/s, including Mr* Biggar, were arrested,
although their prosecution was not very successful* Ixi
January the Phoenix Park murderers were seized by the
police, and their trial began in February* The revelations
made were startling, and there were excited hopes raised
among their enemies that Parnell and his colleagues might
be implicated in the crime* One of the arrested men, James
Carey,1 turned informer* This was the man who had
signalled to the assassins that Lord Frederick and Mr* Burke
were approaching them* Sir William Harcourt, who was
never well disposed towards the Irish, thought that "this"
would take the starch out of the boys* Mr* Forster, still
sore from his wounds of office, determined to avenge himself
on Parnell, and he went to the House of Commons on Feb-
ruary 22, 1883, and made a speech, very ably and passion-
ately delivered, in which he sought to prove that Parnell,
1 Lady Randolph Churchill, in her Reminiscences, states that Carey
occupied the cell in Kiknainham in which Parnell had been confined*
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